HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH
1950 Barnum Avenue Stratford, Connecticut 06614
Phone - 203-375-5815, Fax - 203-375-5954
www.hnojchurch.org
Parish Office Email: hnj1950@sbcglobal.net

Rev. Albert Pinciaro, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. J. James Cuneo, J.C.D.,
Pastoral Associate Emeritus
Rev. Churchill Penn, In Residence
Rev. Msgr. Daruisz Zielonka, J.C.D., In Residence

MASSES:

Deacon Michael Saranich
Organist: Michael Petreycik
Choir Director/Soloist: Nina DeMasi
Finance Board Chair: Anne Wargo
Parish Secretary, Faith Formation Facilitator:
Maryjean daSilva
MARRIAGE

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
Daily: Monday - Friday - 7:30 a.m., Sat. 8:00 a.m.
Marian Devotions follow Monday morning Mass.

SACRAMENTAL EVENTS:
BAPTISM
We celebrate new Christian life with Holy Baptism. Families
are requested to contact the office and/or rectory before the
arrival of your new child for instructions and registration.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:15-4:15pm and weekdays by request.

We celebrate Christian love and family with the Marriage
Sacrament. Couples should contact the rectory eight
months in advance. Pre-Cana instructions are required by
the Diocese of Bridgeport.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

We strengthen and comfort our sick with the Body of
Christ and Sacrament of anointing regularly.

HOSPITALIZATION

If you or a loved one is hospitalized or homebound, please
notify us to receive care. We are not notified due to HIPPAA law.

NEW PARISHIOINERS
are invited to register - please call or visit the office.

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion ~ April 14, 2019
Scripture Me di t ati o n: Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49
W h a t ’ s

Mon 4/15
7:30am Mass
+Cyril Mihalek
(Anniversary)
r/b Dolores, Robert &
Family
Novena Prayers
after Mass

h a p p e n i n g

Tues 4/16
7:30 am Mass
+Michael & Mary
Karwin
r/b Daughter Gert
Balamaci
Rosary after Mass

Wed 4/17
7:30 am Mass
God’s Blessings
for Reginal &
Jackyn Antoine
r/b Mom

4:30 pm Adult
Choir Rehearsal –
Church

10 am Holy Name
Quilters

8 am Holy Hour

Thur 4/18
HOLY THURSDAY

t h i s

W e e k

Fri 4/19
GOOD FRIDAY

Sat 4/20
HOLY SATURDAY

Parish Office Closed. Reopens Tuesday, April 23.

6:30pm Mass of the
Lord’s Supper
w/Eucharistic
Adoration in
Chapel till 10:30 pm

3 pm
The Passion of
the Lord

12:30 & 2 pm
Blessing of the
Easter Food
8 pm
The Great Vigil
of Easter

Morning Mass is Celebrated in the Chapel of Sts. Cyril & Methodius (Convent) Monday—Wednesday

Sun 4/21
7:30 am Mass
Intentions of Our
Parishioners
9 am Mass
Intentions of Our
Parishioners
11 am Mass
Intentions of Our
Parishioners

EASTER

THE THREE DAYS

HOLY THURSDAY
On this night we first hear the institution
of the Lord’s Supper recorded by St Paul in his
letter telling the Christians of Corinth of the significance of the breaking of bread and sharing of
cup.
Next we hear what John records in his
Gospel as less "right and proper" - we can see
this by Peter’s reaction. The work of washing the
feet of guests was usually reserved for servants and yet, Jesus has no qualms about taking off his
outer garment, tying a towel around his waist and
washing the feet of his friends. This action is
deeply shocking. What would it be like if we could
imagine its happening at our church as spontaneously as it happened there
And the last part of the Holy Thursday
Liturgy, the Blessed Sacrament - the Sacrament of
Christ’s Body - is taken to an Altar of Repose. We
are reminded of Jesus’ leaving the Upper Room
and going to the Garden of Gethsemane to keep
vigil on the last night of his earthly life - and the
weariness of the disciples who accompanied
him...There it remains for the duration of the
Night so that people can spend time in prayerful
contemplation of the Mystery unfolding through
these Days. Be with Jesus—Alone in the Garden keeping vigil - awaiting the coming of those seeking to destroy him.

GOOD FRIDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
The Sacred Triduum continues
with the Good Friday celebration
of the Passion of the Lord. It is
the time when Catholics and
other Christians throughout the
world commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus. According to Mark
15:42 Jesus died “on the day of
preparation, the day before the
sabbath.” The Hebrew Sabbath is
celebrated on Saturday which is
preceded by Friday. Therefore
the Friday before Easter (the day that we celebrate Jesus’
resurrection from the dead) is traditionally marked as the
day Jesus died on the cross. The Good Friday liturgy has
three parts: the Liturgy of the Word, the Veneration of
the Cross, and the Service of Communion.
-During this service we are all invited to come forward to
Venerate the Cross. We do this by kissing, touching or
bowing or genuflecting before the Cross. This is a solemn
and reverent moment. As our Lord took our sinfulness
and infirmities upon himself, we are encouraged to lay
our illnesses, burdens and concerns at the foot of the
cross knowing He shares in our suffering.
There is no Mass on Good Friday. The Eucharist that is
received on Good Friday was consecrated a day earlier at
the Holy Thursday liturgy. At the end of the Good Friday
service the ministers and assembly depart in silence.
MASSES THIS WEEKEND
4:30pm +ANTOINETTE B. AMORE
7:30am +TED RECUPIDO
9:00am +LAURA & AMEDIO VIETRI
11:00am +FR. ANDREW MARUS

APRIL CANDLES
The Sanctuary Candle for April 7-28 is in Loving Memory of
Anna Ziza
The Candle at the St. Joseph Shrine, for April 7-30 is for a Special Intention requested by MaryAnn Salvaggio.
The Candle at the Sacred Heart Shrine for the month of April is
for God’s Blessings for health for the Kmec Family.

REST IN PEACE
Holy Name of Jesus Parish extends to the families of Doris
Bisch, Julia Bucci and Henry Dimenno, whose Funeral Masses
were celebrated recently, our prayerful sympathy in the hope
of Christ’s Resurrection.

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
Darkness.
The Easter Vigil begins with darkness. The darkness itself
is the first movement of the liturgy, so we begin our
preparations with that darkness. It represents all darkness, and all the meanings of darkness - devoid of light;
evil thoughts, motivations, deeds; all that is hidden and
secret, deceitful and dishonest, divisive and abusive, immoral and sinful. It's the darkness of our world, and the
darkness in my heart. If I come to the vigil and restlessly
and impatiently fidget in the dark “until something happens,” I miss the power of what is about to happen. So,
we prepare by readying ourselves to experience the darkness. It is distasteful and reprehensible, embarrassing
and humbling, fearful and despairing. Then a light is
struck. It breaks into the darkness.
The Light of Christ.
The candle lit from the new fire is then processed into the
community, and we receive its light and experience the
power of that light as it grows. When the candle is
brought front and center, we celebrate the Easter Proclamation. We give thanks and praise over this symbol of
the Light of Christ in our midst and “consecrate” it as
Christ's presence among us.
The Word of Our Salvation History.
After the last reading from the Old Testament, the Altar
candles are lit as we sing our Glory to God. Now we are
ready to hear the New Testament word in the light of
Christ, and the good news, “He has been raised!” Powerful religious experience is prepared for. At this point in
the liturgy, we want to be prepared to be exultant with
joy at the resurrection of Jesus - the victory of our God
over sin and death - for us. Alleluia returns and light has
overcome the darkness!
The Blessing of the Water,
The Profession of Faith and Renunciation of Evil
We have renewed our baptismal promises many
times. We can prepare to make the Easter Vigil a powerful experience of grace if we make each of the renunciations and professions with a meaning that is personal to
us. The Asperges, or sprinkling, that we receive reminds
us of our own baptism. Amen!
The Eucharist.
All our preparations, all the power of this night's rituals
and sacraments, lead us to celebrate the Eucharist, to
“give God thanks and praise.” As the newly confirmed
receive the final Sacrament of Initiation, the Body and
Blood of Jesus, we are ready to celebrate Easter.

PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for the intentions of the following people
and may God bless them: Albert Amedy, Irene
Bielen, Mario DeFazio, Mark Kascak, Leonard Kravitz,
John Marinko, Greg Moreau, Jr., Don Palazzo, Pat
Petrovich, and Perpetua Turner.

The tomb is empty. There is Light in the midst of our darkness. We've been fed by the Word and given new life in
the waters of baptism. Now we eat his Body and drink his
Blood and receive the life in him that he promises.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

HAPPENING

IN

OUR COMMUNITY

GUILD OF THE MOTHER OF JESUS
+ NEW DATE Executive Board will meet Wednesday, April 24th at 7 pm in the parish center.
+ Save the Date: May 8 is scheduled for our annual May Crowning. NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS
WELCOME!

MUSIC NOTES
A Note from Nina DeMasi Youth Choir rehearsals are held every Wednesday, 5:15pm
to 6:15 pm in the Convent Chapel, except:
THIS WEDNESDAY, April 17th (Stratford School
Vacation).

LOAVES & FISHES AND RICE BOWLS
Rice Bowls and Loaves & Fishes Envelopes can be found at the church entrances. Join the more than 14,000
Catholic communities in a Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl.
Twitter @CRSRiceBowl or crsricebowl.org/getstarted
Your gift to Loaves & Fishes helps
soup kitchens and Food pantries serve
over 1.3 Million Meals every year in
Fairfield County. 100% of the proceeds goes directly to provide food for the neediest in our
community. Any amount you can give will make a difference.
www.ccfairfield.org/donate

LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION
Your generosity to The Lenten
Food Collection last weekend
was beyond imaginable. Numerous bags and boxes were
sent to Merton House, Sterling House, Saint Charles and Blessed Sacrament. Thank you for
your help to those in our area less fortunate. WELL DONE
GOOD AND FAITHFUL STEWARDS!

AROUND THE DIOCESE
RECONCILIAITON MONDAY, APRIL 15- Bishop Frank J.
Caggiano, for the second year in a row, has designated the Monday of Holy Week, April 15, 2019,
as “Reconciliation Monday” throughout the Diocese of Bridgeport. A total of 27 parishes, three
from each of the nine deaneries, will offer the
Sacrament of Reconciliation from 3-9 pm, so that
the lay faithful may experience God’s mercy as Holy Week begins. The invitation to participate in Reconciliation Monday was
created in the joyful spirit of Pope Francis who said, “Now is the
time to be reconciled with God. Staying on the path of evil is
only a source of sadness.”
These are the churches in our area that will offer the Sacrament:
Deanery A (Queen of Peace)
1. St. Andrew Parish: 435 Anton Street, Bridgeport
2. St. Ann Parish: 481 Brewster Street, Bridgeport
3. St. Augustine Cathedral: 399 Washington Avenue, Bridgeport
Deanery B (Mystical Rose)
1. St. James Parish: 2070 Main Street, Stratford
2. St. Lawrence Parish: 505 Shelton Avenue, Shelton

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY DIOCESAN CELEBRATION
For married couples celebrating 25, 30, 35,
40, 45 and 50+ year wedding anniversaries
with Bishop Frank Caggiano on May 5 at 3 pm
at St. Theresa Parish in Trumbull. As a special
gift to those celebrating anniversaries, the
Mass will be immediately followed by a free
concert by the Diocesan Youth Choir. Photos with Bishop Caggiano will take place at 2:30 pm before Mass begins. Every couple that participates will receive a complimentary photo and
certificate, sent via US Mail to each parish for distribution. A
reception will follow the concert for all couples, their families,
and choir members. To register to attend, please contact parish or visit: www.bridgeportdiocese.org/faith-formation/. Space is
limited; please RSVP by April 25, 2019.

THE STRATFORD MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
The Mobile food pantry will be distributing a variety of free
fresh and nutritious food on Tuesday, May 14 from 3:00pm –
4:00pm in the parish parking lot. No ID’s or paperwork. Please
bring your own reusable bags.

FAITH FORMATION

PARISH NURSE CORNER

GAMES

Many people carry around a lot of "shoulds" in
their heads when it comes to eating. The problem
is that many of these "shoulds" are based on limited or false information that comes at us from the
outside. Instead of being guided by our own internal wisdom and appetites, we turn these choices
over to some outside authority and in the process, we lose
touch with our ability to tune into our bodies and give them
what they need. In our busy lives, we often forget to slow
down and pay attention to our food and really allow ourselves
to enjoy it. In addition, we have to unpack a myriad of messages about good food versus bad food, and this can get in our
way of listening to our bodies and determining how well we
respond to what we are eating. Normal eating includes:

Find these words: bless, branches, clothes, donkey, door,
Enter, Hosanna, Lord, road, two, village, young









Across 5: talking loudly 8: the
opposite of old 10: to stretch
out and cover 12: a small
town
Down 1: followers of Jesus 2:
these were placed on the
ground before Jesus as he

rode into Jerusalem
3: loosening a rope or string
binding 4: the animal that
carried Jesus on its back 6: a
male monarch 7: when there
is little or no noise 9: where
we go when we die

Going to a meal hungry and eating until you are satisfied.
Being able to choose foods you like and getting enough of it - not
just stopping because you think you should.
Being able to give some thought to your food selection so you get
nutritious food, but not being so wary and restrictive that you
miss out on enjoyable food.
Sometimes giving yourself permission to eat because you are
happy, sad or bored, or just because it feels good.
Eating three meals a day - or four or five - or choosing to munch
along the way.
Leaving some cookies on the plate because you know you can
have some again tomorrow, or eating more right now because
they taste so wonderful.
Overeating at times, feeling stuffed and uncomfortable. And
undereating at times and wishing you had more.
Trusting your body to make up for your mistakes in eating.


INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISH NURSE? If you are a RN,
LPN, or EMT with a current license and would like to be a
Parish Nurse, please see one of the nurses after Mass.

ONLINE GIVING
Our parish now offers Online Giving, a webbased electronic contribution application. We
are providing this service so that you have
the option to manage your contributions
online or with your offering envelopes. This
service is safe, secure and convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website
at https://hnojchurch.org/ and selecting the Online Giving link.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Week of April 7, 2019
Sunday Collection …………………………
Other Collections: Annual, Monthly, Holy Day
ON LINE GIVING - April 3-9
Sunday…………………………………………
Monthly………………………………………
Total Income:……………………
Variance ………………………………………

$
$

4,321
2,440

$
$
$
$

304
7,065
(3,935)

Operating Costs – Weekly amount needed to meet parish expenses
including all five buildings …$11,000
Fiscal year to date overview
Operating Costs Year to Date:
Actual Income Year to date:
Variance

$11,000 x 41 $ 451,000
$ 422,037
$ (28,963)

