Holy Name of Jesus Church

1950 Barnum Avenue Stratford, Connecticut 06614
Phone - 203
203--375
375--5815 www.hnojchurch.org ParishOffice@hnojchurch.org
Rev. Albert Pinciaro, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. J. James Cuneo, J.C.D.,
Pastoral Associate Emeritus
Rev. Churchill Penn, In Residence
Deacon Dan O’Connor

PUBLIC MASSES ARE
CURRETNLY SUSPENDED
CHURCH IS OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER
Tuesday-Saturday 9 am-1 pm with Adoration
Sunday 12 pm - 2 pm with Adoration
Midday Prayers Tuesday-Sunday 12 pm
NEW PARISHIONERS
Please call, visit the office or register online.

SACRAMENTAL EVENTS:

BAPTISM

We celebrate new Christian life with Holy Baptism. Families
are requested to contact the office before the arrival of your
new child for instructions and registration.

RECONCILIATION
Call the Parish Office to set up an appointment

Pastoral Assistant for Liturgy & Music:
Sue Scanlon
Choir Director/Cantor:
Nina DeMasi
Parish Secretary, Faith Formation Facilitator:
Maryjean daSilva
Finance Board Chair:
Anne Wargo
Parish Trustees:
Carol Bogue & Greg Moreau
MARRIAGE

We celebrate Christian love and family with the Sacrament
of Matrimony. Couples should contact the office one year in
advance.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Anyone who is ill and in need of prayers, comfort and/or
strength should call the office to arrange to receive this
beautiful Sacrament.

HOSPITALIZATION

If you or a loved one is hospitalized or homebound, please
notify us to receive care. We are not notified due to
HIPAA law.

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS
Please submit to: Bulletin@HNOJChurch.org

THE THIRD SUNDAY
Mon 4/27

OF

EASTER

APRIL 26, 2020

W H A T ’ S H A P P E N I N G
Tues 4/28
Wed 4/29
Thur 4/30

Private Mass
+Cecilia Elias
r/b Helen Elias
Church Closed
for Cleaning

Private Mass
+Paul &
Margaret Masek
r/b The
Tringhese Family

Private Mass
+Rhina
Camona
r/b Maria
Mucciacciaro
& Family

T H I S W E E K
Fri May 1
Sat 5/2

Private Mass
+Pastor
Joseph
r/b Joseph Thu
& Maria Tuyet

Private Mass
+Marion
Gresko
r/b Children

Sun 5/3

Private Mass
+Marion Gresko
r/b Jeanne Buynak

Private Mass
+Vincent Maud
r/b The McClean
Family

Sunday Readings
First Reading Acts 2:14, 22-33

Second Reading 1 Pt 1:17-21

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

A reading from the first Letter of Saint
Peter

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven,
raised his voice, and proclaimed:
“You who are Jews, indeed all of you
staying in Jerusalem.
Let this be known to you, and listen to my
words. You who are Israelites, hear these
words. Jesus the Nazarene was a man
commended to you by God with mighty
deeds, wonders, and signs which God
worked through him in your midst, as you
yourselves know. This man, delivered up
by the set plan and foreknowledge of God,
you killed, using lawless men to crucify
him. But God raised him up, releasing him
from the throes of death, because it was
impossible for him to be held by it. For
David says of him: ‘I saw the Lord ever
before me, with him at my right hand I
shall not be disturbed. Therefore my heart
has been glad and my tongue has exulted;
my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, because
you will not abandon my soul to the
netherworld, nor will you suffer your holy
one to see corruption. You have made
known to me the paths of life; you will fill
me with joy in your presence.’ “My
brothers, one can confidently say to you
about the patriarch David that he died and
was buried, and his tomb is in our midst to
this day. But since he was a prophet and
knew that God had sworn an oath to him
that he would set one of his descendants
upon his throne, he foresaw and spoke of
the resurrection of the Christ, that neither
was he abandoned to the netherworld nor
did his flesh see corruption. God raised
this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses.
Exalted at the right hand of God, he
received the promise of the Holy Spirit
from the Father and poured him forth, as
you see and hear.”

Beloved: If you invoke as Father him who
judges impartially according to each one’s
works, conduct yourselves with reverence
during the time of your sojourning,
realizing that you were ransomed from
your futile conduct, handed on by your
ancestors, not with perishable things like
silver or gold but with the precious blood
of Christ as of a spotless unblemished
lamb. He was known before the
foundation of the world but revealed in
the final time for you, who through him
believe in God who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your
faith and hope are in God.

Gospel Jn 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke
That very day, the first day of the week,
two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a
village seven miles from Jerusalem called
Emmaus, and they were conversing about
all the things that had occurred. And it
happened that while they were
conversing and debating, Jesus himself
drew near and walked with them, but
their eyes were prevented from
recognizing him. He asked them,
“What are you discussing as you walk
along?” They stopped, looking downcast.
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him
in reply, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who does not know of the
things that have taken place there in these
days?” And he replied to them, “What sort
of things?” They said to him, “The things
that happened to Jesus the Nazarene,
who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people,
how our chief priests and rulers both
handed him over to a sentence of death
and crucified him. But we were hoping

that he would be the one to redeem
Israel; and besides all this, it is now the
third day since this took place. Some
women from our group, however, have
astounded us: they were at the tomb early
in the morning and did not find his body;
they came back and reported that they
had indeed seen a vision of angels who
announced that he was alive. Then some
of those with us went to the tomb and
found things just as the women had
described, but him they did not see.”
And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you
are! How slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary
that the Christ should suffer these things
and enter into his glory?” Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them what referred to him
in all the Scriptures. As they approached
the village to which they were going, he
gave the impression that he was going on
farther. But they urged him, “Stay with us,
for it is nearly evening and the day is
almost over.” So he went in to stay with
them. And it happened that, while he was
with them at table, he took bread, said
the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and
they recognized him, but he vanished
from their sight. Then they said to each
other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he spoke to us on the way
and opened the Scriptures to us?” So they
set out at once and returned to Jerusalem
where they found gathered together the
eleven and those with them who were
saying, “The Lord has truly been raised
and has appeared to Simon!” Then the
two recounted what had taken place on
the way and how he was made known to
them in the breaking of bread.

MUSIC DURING THE 8:15 AM SUNDAY MASS
Entrance Hymn: ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! LET THE HOLY ANTHEM RISE

Communion Hymn:
PROCLAIM THE MESSAGE
1. Have you heard the story we preach of Jesus Christ, who died
upon the cross? But on the first day of the week, the angel did
proclaim, “why do you seek your Savior? He is risen today!”

Responsorial Psalm:

THIS IS THE DAY

2. On the road we journeyed with Christ, but we had failed to see
the face of God. Now in the breaking of the bread, no longer are we
blind. Are not our hearts burning when we share the bread and
wine?

Final Hymn of Praise:

Hymn During the Preparation of the Gifts:

OPEN MY EYES

CELTIC ALLELUIA-SENDING FORTH

Weekend Masses and midday prayers are
live streamed on
our Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/HNOJStratford/

The videos are then available on our
YouTube page. Please make sure
you subscribe to our channel.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCe5H6V55RWWD6-bqdRfGtCg?
view_as=subscriber

The Church is open for individual, private prayer
Tuesday-Saturday from 9 am- 1 pm.
Sunday we are open from noon - 2 pm.
MILITARY PRAYERS
We pray that the Lord may preserve the members
of our Army, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, Air Force
and National Guard from all harm… especially:

C.J. DelVaglio
Angelina Duverna
Christopher Guzman
CPT Freddie Hendrickson
PO Joshua M. Hicks
Michael Janeda
Edy Jean Simon
Brian P. McGrath
SFC Robert Muschett

PFC Conor Quinn
Vincent Recine
CPL Charles Ricco, Jr.
Jonathan Ruiz
Tyler Sharnick
CPO Andrew Soto
Kevin Stupak
LCPL Jack H. Whitney

PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for the following people: Albert Amedy,
Katie Bohlke, Msgr. Cuneo, Mario DeFazio, Jim
Ellison, Danny Fraas, Brian Gregory, Steve
Grossman, Sheila Hughes, Mark Kascak, Daniel
Krekoska, Ann Lumas, John Marinko, Denise Martin,
Don Palazzo, Pat Petrovich, Frank Recupido,
Patricia Secchiaroli, Rosemarie Skurja, Anthony
Troiano, Debra Verrinda , Members of the Quilters
that are ill, all affected by the Coronavirus especially
Fr. Al Watts, Msgr Doyle and Msgr. Scanlon.

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
We hope this finds
you and your loved
ones well and
healthy during this
unprecedented
time for all of us.
Bishop Frank has just has stated that all Masses have been
suspended until May 20, 2020.
We at Holy Name have been blessed to have Fr. Bert and the
entire staff working very hard to have Church open for daily
prayer and to get emails out with daily prayers and reflections.
Over the last several weeks recordings of Sunday Mass from
our beautiful Church have been made available for those able
to view online. In addition, Holy Week and Easter Services were
live streamed right in our homes. Future Sunday Masses will
continue to be live streamed.
Although every effort has been made to help us pray at home
and stay connected spiritually, there is one area we do need to
address. Although Mass is suspended, the monthly bills are
not. We are doing Ok to date, but we do not have the reserves
needed to take us through a prolonged period of time. Many
parishioners have mailed in missed envelopes or dropped them
off at the office and for that we are grateful. We would like to
encourage those who can, to mail in or drop your envelopes at
the Parish Office. Realizing many of you are experiencing the
same financial concerns during this stressful and unpredictable
period in our lives, we certainly understand if you are not able
to at this time.
One easy way to do so is through our parish’s online giving
provider; OSV. You can manage your giving or give a one-time
giving right from your phone. Visit our church website and click
the Online Giving link and register with our church. If you have
difficulty signing up, please call the office and speak with Sue.
She’ll help you set up your own account.
May God continue to bless and watch over each of you and
your families during these trying times for all,
The Holy Name of Jesus Finance Committee

PRIVATE MASSES THIS WEEKEND
PRAY FOR OUR HEALTHCARE WORKERS
Please remember in your
prayers all those who are
working in healthcare in the
midst of this Coronavirus
pandemic, especially SUSAN
COOPER, MICHAEL DEMASI,
SUSAN MAILLARD, JOE
PETRECIK, ROWENA PETRECIK,
DAWN SERRETI, AND OUR
RETIRED NURSES WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES TO HELP KEEP US SAFE.
We pray for their health & safety, and that of their families. We
would like to list your family members currently working in the
healthcare industry in the bulletin. Kindly email their name/s to
bulletin@HNOJChurch.org.

+HELEN HOUSE
+ANTOINETTE MARGONIS
+VERENA EVANS

REST IN PEACE
Holy Name of Jesus
Parish extends to the
families of HELEN
BALBERCHAK, NORBERT
DICKMAN, FRANK
LAPEGNA & MSGR. ROGER WATTS, OUR PRAYERFUL
SYMPATHY in the hope of Christ’s Resurrection.

MATERIALS AND HELP NEEDED
We’re looking for help and
materials to make face
masks to prepare for our
eventual return to public
Mass. Fabric and 1/4” elastic is needed as well as
people to help create these
masks. If you can help or
donate, please call the office or drop off materials in the
office or church vestibule. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE - DRIVE THROUGH FOOD DRIVE

May 9 from 9 am - 11:30 am
Holy Name of Jesus along with other churches in
Stratford will be hosting a no contact Drive Through
Food Drive to support area food pantries. Social
distancing guidelines will be followed at all times to
protect the health of our donors and volunteers

More
details
to
follow!

Find these words: angels, apostles, bread, cross, disappear,
eat, Emmaus, miracles, Peter, raised, Scriptures, sent

WALKING AWAY OUT OF SORROW
A Reflection for the Third Sunday in Easter
Sue Scanlon-Pastoral Assistant of Liturgy and Music

Two disciples,
you and I,
walking the road
to Emmaus.
What do we do when we’re depressed? What’s our temptation when a dream is
shattered, when we feel betrayed, and when it seems like the trust we’ve shown
someone was childish folly? Generally the temptation is to gather what pride we have left and walk away, away from
that person, away from that place of rejection, away from the humiliation, and away from our former dream, all the
while saying to ourselves: “I’ll never trust in this way again! I’ve been burned, taken in, I get it!” And, as we walk away
from the place where we got hurt, what do we invariably walk towards?
Some walk towards human consolation, towards compensation, towards something that looks like it will alleviate the
hurt, soothe our wounded pride, or at least distract us from the pain. Sometimes, in fact, we’re so wounded that what
we walk towards is simple bitterness and despair. We unconsciously turn our backs on energy, family, community,
happiness, faith, trust, and God. Life isn’t worth living, why try!
In Luke’s Gospel, we see this in the story of two, dispirited disciples walking away from Jerusalem towards Emmaus on
Easter Sunday morning, unaware that Jesus had risen from the dead. Luke writes that on the morning of the
Resurrection “two disciples were walking away from Jerusalem toward Emmaus, a village some seven miles away, their
faces downcast.”
Every word is pregnant here: For Luke, “Jerusalem” is more than a city. For him, it means the church, it means our faith
-dream, and it means the place where Jesus was crucified (the place of pain, betrayal, crucified dreams, humiliation,
and shame). On Easter Sunday, he tells us, two disciples were walking away from that, namely, they were leaving the
church, leaving their faith dream, and walking away from the place where they felt that dream had ended in shame.
Moreover they were walking towards “Emmaus”. What is “Emmaus”? Scholars tell us that there were several places
called Emmaus, but they suspect that the one referred to here was a Roman Spa, a resort of sorts, a place of human
consolation, the Las Vegas of that day. So these disciples were doing what we invariably do when we get hurt, walk
away from the hurt towards human consolation, towards something that will take the pain away or at least distract us
from it. And they were doing this out of depression; their dream had been crucified when Jesus died. Indeed, when
they describe their faith to Jesus, they use the past tense: “We had hoped.” Their dream is over, dead. So is their faith.
So this is the scene: Two dejected disciples are leaving the church and walking towards human compensation because
their dream has been shattered by the shame and humiliation of the cross. Their dream is over and they are now
walking inside the sadness that besets us whenever we feel betrayed, shamed, found to be naive in our trust.
It is because of this sadness that they cannot recognize Jesus when he appears to them on the road. Jesus walks with
them and they can’t recognize him. Why?
The answer to that lies in the Agony in the Garden. In Luke’s description of this, when Jesus goes out into the Garden
of Gethsemane to pray he tells his disciples: “Watch!” They’re supposed to learn something by watching him. What
they were supposed to learn was what Jesus himself learned, or at least learned to accept, in Gethsemane, namely,
that there is no other way to glory except through humiliation, no other way to new life except through death, no
other way to intimacy except through unspeakable loneliness, and no other way to the light of Easter Sunday except
through the darkness of Good Friday.
This is what Jesus had to accept, on his knees and begging for an alternative, in Gethsemane. But, as Luke tells us, after
Jesus comes to accept this, he turns towards his disciples and finds them asleep, not out of simple tiredness, but “out
of sheer sorrow”. They were too depressed to get the lesson. This is a mystical image worth meditating. Like these
saddened disciples in Luke’s Gospel, we too, when faced with the kind of pain that brings us to our knees in agony and
humiliation, too often are too discouraged and too disheartened to grasp the lesson that’s being taught. We “fall
asleep out of sheer sorrow” and then, in our sadness and discouragement, we feel tempted to walk away from what’s
hurting us and move instead towards some human consolation, towards something in the world that promises earthly
compensation to replace our crucified dream of faith. The good news is that Jesus finds us on that road and turns us
around so that, like the disciples, we never actually get to Emmaus. Instead, after re-reading the scriptures and
breaking the bread, we regain our vision and our idealism and find the courage to again return to our faith and to our
church. To our Easter. So... Where is your Emmaus? What is it that Jesus is opening your eyes to see? How does this
story affect you today differently than it did years before?

