3rd Sunday of Advent~ December 16, 2018
Scripture Meditation: Zephaniah 3:14-18; Philippians 4:4; Luke 3:10-18

Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! (Philippians 4:4)
St. Paul believed that rejoicing was a basic disposition that we all should try to maintain, even when things don’t
go our way. In his short Letter to the Philippians, in fact, he spoke about rejoicing fifteen times. And let’s not
forget that Paul was in prison when he wrote the letter! He was not going to let his circumstances rob him of his
joy. He rejoiced because he knew Jesus’ love. Paul rejoiced in the Philippians themselves. They were his dear
friends who had joined him in a “partnership for the gospel” We will all encounter times of trial and suffering,
but Jesus asks us to rejoice whether or not the sun is shining on us. He especially wants us to rejoice as we
prepare for Christmas. Jesus has done so much for us. Let’s repay him by rejoicing in his love—and sharing that
joy with the people around us. “Lord, help me hold onto my joy, especially when I face the difficult challenges of
life.” Printed with the permission of The Word Among Us
C e l e b r a t i o n o f M a s s e s t h i s w e e k
Sat.
Dec 15
4:30 PM
+JEAN KILLORAN ~ Jeanne Buynak
Sun. Dec 16
7:30 AM
LIVING AND DECEASED MEMBERS of the
SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOLS ASSEMBLY 9
9:00 AM +BIANCA SPODNIK & Grandmother, ROSE BALOGA ~ The Family
11:00 AM +BRIDGIT McGUIRE ~ Josephine O’Meara
Mon. Dec 17
7:30 AM +ANN YURASEK ~ Irene Kollar
Tues. Dec 18
7:30 AM +IRENE and CHARLES PILAT ~ Daughter, Patricia Petrovich
Wed. Dec 19
7:30 AM +BARKLEY SANON ~ Holy Name of Jesus Parish
Thurs. Dec 20
7:30 AM
SPEEDY RECOVERY and GOOD HEALTH for the FAMILY of LOC PHAM
Fri.
Dec 21
7:30 AM +JOSEPH and +MARION GRESKO ~ The Children
Sat.
Dec 22
8:00 AM +KEVIN SEWELL ~ The Kmec Family
4:30 PM
+PRIHODA and +SKOVIRA FAMILIES ~ Marge Prihoda
Sun. Dec 23
7:30 AM
LIVING AND DECEASED MEMBERS of the
SANDOR FAMILY
9:00 AM +JOSEPH and +MARION GRESKO ~ The Children
11:00 AM IN THANKSGIVING to GOD for all HIS BLESSINGS on the TRAN FAMILY

PRAYER CORNER: Please pray for the intentions of the
following people and may God bless them,
Bernadine Barilla, Kathleen Bielen, Eleanor Burke,
Richard Marus, Don Palazzo, Cynthia Recupido,
Louis Sabados, Omar Safi, Dorothy Sirotnak, Heidi Sullivan,
John Velky, Sigmund Wasilewski
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family of Ann McCorry and Ronald Pavluvcik,
who were buried from our church last week.
Faith Formation Program:
Dec 16: Children’s Lesson
Dec 23 & Dec 30 ~ No Classes ~
A Blessed Christmas and New Year to all!
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry, announces that the
Lord is nigh; Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad
tidings of the King of kings. The third Sunday of Advent is
called "Gaudete" Sunday (coming from the first word of the
Latin Entrance Antiphon for this day, meaning "Rejoice") and
the liturgical color may be rose instead of purple. This is the
Church's way of further heightening our expectation as we
draw ever nearer the Solemnity of Christmas. usccb.org

Holy Hour, WEDNESDAY, 11:00am to 12 noon in
the convent Chapel of Saints Cyril & Methodius.
“There seems to be so little in common between our
involvement with the news of the world and the
Stranger in whose Presence we find ourselves. The
hour means giving up a golf game or a cocktail party,
or a nap….Sometimes it is hard, especially during vacation
when we have nothing to do. I remember once having two
hours between trains in Paris. I went to the Church of Saint
Roch to make my holy hour. There are not ten days a year I
can sleep in the daytime. This was one. I was so tired, I sat
down at 2;00pm – too tired to kneel – and went to sleep. I slept
perfectly until 3:00pm. I said to the Good Lord: “Did I make a
holy hour?” The answer came back: “Yes! That’s the way the
Apostles made their first one.” The best time to make a holy
hour is in the morning, early, before the day sets traps for us.
By being faithful to it, and letting nothing interfere with it, we use
it as the sign and symbol of our victimhood. We are not called
to great penances, and many would interfere with our duty, but
the hour is our sacrifice in union with Christ.”
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
OPLATKY – This is the last weekend the Ladies Guild is
selling Oplatky (Christmas Wafers) before and after Mass.
Cost is $3.00 for a package of 6 wafers.
Oplatky will also be available at the parish office this week.

The Nativity of the Lord, Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24
4:00 PM Nativity Pageant
4:30 PM Christmas Vigil Mass
10:00 PM HNJ Adult Choir
10:30 PM Christmas Vigil Mass
Tuesday, December 25
***Please note, there will be two Masses
celebrated on Christmas Day, December 25.
8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
The Christmas Eve Pageant will be held
Monday, Dec. 24, beginning at 4:00 PM
prior to the 4:30 PM Mass. We have
over 30 participants in this wonderful
production!
Our HNJ Adult Choir, under the direction of Nina DeMasi
invites you to join in our concert and
Carol Sing-A-Long on Christmas Eve
at 10:00 pm, with Mass to follow at
10:30pm. We will be doing a
nice mix of newer music along with
some old favorites.
Music Notes -A Note from Nina DeMasi:
Youth Choir News ~ Our Youth Choir
will be singing at the 9:00 am Mass on
Sunday, December 23. Please join us!

Christmas Pageant -Cast Rehearsals:
Wednesday, December 19* ~5:30pm–7:00pm
(Cast/Choir Party 6:15pm - 7pm)
Christmas Pageant - Youth Choir Rehearsal
-Same Wednesday evenings but start at 5:15 p.m.
*Please note: if Dec. 19 Rehearsal is canceled due to snow,
we will rehearse on Saturday, December 22 at 1:00pm
followed by the Cast/Choir Pizza Party 1:45pm - 2:30pm
We give thanks to God always for all of you, remembering
you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your work of
faith and labor of love. 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3
Our HNJ Clothing Drive was a great success because of
the generosity of our parish family. The variety and quality
of the clothing collected was gratifying and is greatly
appreciated by those you have helped to clothe and warm
this season. Your donations are distributed to nursing
homes, schools, ministries to the homeless,
area parishes and families. Special thanks
to our Holy Name Quilters for providing
dozens of beautiful handmade afghans,
lap blankets, hats, scarves and gloves.
If you know anyone in need of a blanket
made with love, please call the parish office.
Next weekend’s Second Collection will be the Poor &
Needy offering. Thank you for your continued generosity to
those in need.

The Ladies Guild would like to thank
everyone who helped make our
Christmas Bake Sale a success!
Those who volunteered throughout the day – mixing dough,
rolling, wrapping, carrying trays, purchasing supplies, etc.etc.
Also a SPECIAL THANKS to our CUSTOMERS who
continue to support us. Nut & Poppy Rolls and Bolbalki
were made, for a net profit of $3,726.
All monies will go into the Church Maintenance
and Repairs Account for all our buildings.
Again, our sincere THANKS TO ALL!
Rita McManus, Chairperson
Financial Support of our Parish-Week of Dec. 9, 2018
Sunday Collection …………………………
$
4,378
Collections: Annual, Monthly ………………… $
2,272
School Lease Income…………………………. $
16,162
Total Weekly Income …………………………. $
22,812
Over Budget…………………………………… $
11,812
Fiscal year to date overview
Operating Costs Year to Date: $11,000 x 24 $
264,000
Actual Weekly Income Year to date:
$
260,632
Over Budget………………………………
$
3,368
Holy Name of Jesus Annual Appeal
We thank David Suhy for his recent donation.
If you haven’t yet donated, please consider a gift,
large or small, to help with the ongoing upkeep
of our five parish buildings.
The Knights of Columbus Museum, 1 State St., New
Haven, is celebrating Jesus’ birth ~ Christmas in Poland.
For the 14th consecutive year, the museum is showcasing
the art and traditions of a world region as the focus of its
annual Christmas exhibition. The show is on display now
until February 3, 2019. More than 100 items are featured,
including crèches. 2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the
reestablishment of Polish independence following WWI and
the museum also has a concurrent exhibition on the Great
War.
Diocese of Bridgeport - Choir 4 Youth Annual Arise &
Shine Christmas. All are invited to join Bishop Frank
Caggiano for the fourth annual CAY Arise Concert on
Friday, Dec. 21 at 7:30pm at the Klein Auditorium in
Bridgeport.
Purchase your tickets online today at
www.bridgeportdiocese.org/faith-formation/home Questions?
Contact Deirdra Kearney in the Office of Faith Formation at
203-416-1670 or dkearney@diobpt.org
Religious Give Thanks. Your gift to last week’s Retirement
Fund for Religious collection helps hundreds of religious
communities. Roughly 94 percent of donations directly aid
senior religious and their communities. This year, 360 Religious
Communities and 31,023 religious past age 70 received
assistance.

