The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph ~ December 30, 2018
Scripture Meditation Sirach 3:12; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52
Take care of your father when he is old. (Sirach 3:12) Many of us are already living out Sirach’s exhortation. In fact,
statistics show that in many developed countries, 20 percent of the population is caring for ill, disabled, or aged family
members. We read this passage from Sirach on the feast of the Holy Family because it speaks to all our families in a
surprising way. It tells us that caring for an elderly family member brings unexpected blessings: forgiveness of sins, spiritual
treasures, joy, answered prayers, even long life. Yes, it can be a burden at times, but the blessings far outweigh the burden.
Financial concerns, emotional strain, and burnout are real issues. But the same study referred to previously also shows that
more than 80 percent of caregivers report that the experience is rewarding. They feel satisfaction from giving back to
someone who sacrificed for them, they know they’re providing quality care, and they feel increased meaning and purpose in
life. “Lord, help me to honor and love my family.”
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C e l e b r a t i o n o f M a s s e s t h i s w e e k
Morning Mass, Monday – Friday 7:30 am and Saturday 8:00 am ~ celebrated in the convent Chapel of Saints Cyril & Methodius

Sat.
Sun.

Dec 29
Dec 30

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
9:00 AM

+ANNA DURKAY ~ Marge Marcinov
+MAE & +GOLLY KASCAK ~Daughter, Sr. Gloria Marie Kascak
+ANTOINETTE, +GEORGE, and +GEORGE R. MARGONIS
~ David Margonis
11:00 AM +PATRICIA MULLINIX ~ The Silhavey Family
Mon. Dec 31
7:30 AM SPEEDY RECOVERY & GOOD HEALTH ~ Loc Pham Family
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God ~ Vigil
5:00 PM
FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD & RELIGIOUS LIFE
Tues. Jan 1
10:00 AM Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
FOR THE INTERCESSION OF ST. JOSEPH for a SPECIAL INTENTION
~ Flor Soto
Wed. Jan 2
7:30 AM GOD’S BLESSINGS and GOOD HEALTH for DOT NGUYEN
Thurs. Jan 3
7:30 AM The Most Holy Name of Jesus
FOR THE INTENTIONS of OUR PARISH of HOLY NAME OF JESUS
Fri.
Jan 4
7:30 AM FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD
Sat.
Jan 5
8:00 AM GOD’S BLESSINGS and GOOD HEALTH for ANDREW SOTO
~ Mom, Flor
4:30 PM
+MICHAEL ANDRISO ~ Marion & Charles Rader
Sun. Jan 6
7:30 AM +MICHAEL and +BETTY PUCCI ~ Mr & Mrs Alberto Parravano
9:00 AM +REV. ANDREW MARUS ~ Irene & Stefan Scerba
11:00 AM +VINCENT KAESMANN ~ Helen Mino and Jean Wildman
PRAYER CORNER: Please pray for the intentions of the
Our celebrations of Advent and Christmas been
following people and may God bless them,
inspirational, meaningful and joyous. We give thanks for
Bernadine Barilla, Kathleen Bielen, Eleanor Burke,
God's guidance and grace and heartfelt gratitude to the staff
Richard Marus, Don Palazzo, Cynthia Recupido,
and numerous – too numerous to mention – parishioners
Louis Sabados, Omar Safi, Dorothy Sirotnak,
who have given so much of their time and talent to carve,
John Velky, Sigmund Wasilewski
fashion, plan, create and present the many aspects of
celebration
and prayer throughout Advent and Christmas.
Holy Hour, Wednesday, 11:00am to 12 noon in the
Liturgy is the work of the people, and many of the people of
convent Chapel of Saints Cyril & Methodius
this great Parish have worked long hours and selflessly so
nd
( Holy Hour resumes January 2 )
that we might pray well and grow in our faith.
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God ~ The Vigil
Well done good Stewards!
Mass will be celebrated Monday, December 31 at 5:00 pm
in the Church. On Tuesday, January 1, the Solemnity
Faith Formation Program: January 6 ~ Epiphany
will be celebrated in the Church at 10:00 am.
 9:00 am Family Mass Family Encounter ~ Parish Hall
~ parents and children
7:30am Weekday Morning Masses are available for 2019.
January 13 ~ Children’s Lesson (Family Encounter Snow Date)
If you would like to arrange a Mass for a loved one, please
call the parish office
The Shepherds went in haste and found Mary and
The parish office will be closed on Tuesday, January 1 and
Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. Luke 2:16
Wednesday, January 2.

January Candles
 Sanctuary Candles are in given in Loving Memory of
Diane Buda by Eleanor Buda Burke 
 The intention for the Candle at the St. Joseph shrine
is for God’s Blessings & Health for the Kmec Family 

Financial Support of our Parish-Week of Dec. 23, 2018
Will be published in next weekend’s bulletin
Holy Name of Jesus Annual Appeal
If you haven’t yet donated, please consider a gift,
large or small, to help with the ongoing upkeep
of our five parish buildings.

The Candle at Our Lady of Perpetual Help shrine is for
God’s Blessings and Health for Susan Cooper 
Our Parish Nurses will be available next weekend,
January 5 and 6 to take blood pressure readings and answer
any medical concerns. The nurses will be in the Church
Vestibule/ Confessional Room following all the weekend
Masses.
Music Notes -A Note from Nina DeMasi: Youth
Choir News ~ We thank our Youth Choir for their
beautiful singing at last weekend’s 9:00 am Mass.
There will not be a rehearsal on January 2. Our Youth
Choir will be singing at the Sunday, January 6 Mass.
Please join us!
Reminder: All Eucharist Ministers and Readers must
complete an online session as well as a “Face to Face”
session to comply with diocesan mandates for the
Revised Liturgical Norms. You should have received an
email from Anne Wargo outlining the procedures. For those
without online access, you should have received a letter in
the mail. If not, please call the parish office.
Life Line Screening preventive health event will be held
in the HNJ Parish Hall on Thursday, January 3, 2019
The parish office has 4 complimentary certificates
that screen for Carotid Artery Screening, Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysm, PAD Screening, Osteoporosis Screening, Atrial
Fibrillation Screening. If you would like one the certificates,
please call the parish office – “first come, first served”.
Holy Name of Jesus Men’s Society presents a Pasta
Dinner on Saturday, January 19 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
in the parish Hall. Menu includes Pasta, Meatballs, Salad,
Bread & butter, Dessert and Coffee. Free Will Offerings
gratefully accepted. For more info please contact, Larry
Wells 203-395-7073 or lawman56@optonline.net
Stratford Knights of Columbus Council #2370 will hold
their annual St. Valentine’s Dinner Dance Saturday, Feb.
9 at 7:00pm in the parish Hall. Complete Steak DinnerDancing to DJ Bob
BYOB
Door prizes
$25 per
person
$50.00 per couple at the door. All reservations
must be received by Thursday 2/7/19. Call Chip Krafnick at
203-581-2516. Please do not call after 7:00pm. Pre-pay
discount $45 per couple if payment received by 2/7/18. Make
checks payable to K of C #2370 & mail to attention of Bob
Bradley II, 535 Cutspring Rd., Stratford, CT 06614. Proceeds
for Vocation Scholarships. Please bring a canned good or
other non-perishable food item for K of C Food for Families
Drive.

Many people enjoy using the end of the year as a special time
to support their parish, while also positively impacting their
federal and state income taxes. Year-end giving provides many
advantages to each donor, such as:
* All gifts made on or before December 31 are tax deductible for
the tax year in which your gift was made.
* If you are an itemizer, your gift lessens your tax liability for the
tax year in which your gift is made.
* If you are not an itemizer, your donation may be just the right
decision to allow you to itemize and lower your tax bill.
* “Carry Over Deduction”: depending on your age, income and
the size of your gift, you may be able to “carry over” your
charitable gift tax deduction to subsequent years.
* Gifts of securities (stocks, bonds, mutual funds) are some of
the best gifts to make, whether they have appreciated or
depreciated in value
* Most importantly, this is an opportunity for us to make a return
to God of our blessings and assist our parish to attain its
spiritual evangelical goals: serving God’s people and His
Church here on earth.
Online Giving: Visit our website to sign up and to begin
contributing automatically to our parish. This convenient
system does not require you to contact your bank to sign up or
to make changes. You can use any of your checking or savings
accounts and the funds will be automatically transferred to our
parish bank account. This system is more convenient for the
parish than electronic checks from your bank. And it’s
convenient for you because you can make changes at any time.
You can see reports on your contribution history and generate
tax statements at each year’s end.
This is a perfect tool for anyone who
shops online! Go to
www.hnojchurch.org to get started.
You are invited to take a copy of Matt Kelly’s book – The
Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity – How Modern
Culture is Robbing Billions of People of Happiness. Copies
of the book are available at the church entrances.
Our 2019 HNJ Church calendars are available at the church
entrances. You are invited to take one calendar per family.
Thank you to Shannon Lawn and Landscaping
of Stratford for sponsoring our 2019 calendars.
Be sure to let our sponsors know you saw their ad on the back
cover of our weekly bulletin when you patronize their business.
As of January 1, 2019, our Church Candle Intention stipend
for the Sanctuary Candle will be $25 per week. St. Joseph
Shrine, Our Lady of Perpetual Shrine, Sacred Heart Shrine and
the convent Chapel of Saints Cyril & Methodius Sanctuary
candle will be $15 per week. Those intentions arranged prior to
January 2019 will remain as is.

