Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 9, 2018
Scripture Meditation: Isaiah 35:4-7; James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37
The burning sands will become pools. (Isaiah 35:7) Isaiah’s promises seem extravagant, don’t
they? If we look at them literally, they are quite marvelous. God will permanently alter the Holy
Land itself. If we read these verses spiritually, the promises become even more inspiring: God is
promising to alter us at the very center of our hearts. St. Bernard of Clairvaux, a twelfth-century monk from France,
explained it this way: The man who is wise . . . will see his life as more like a reservoir than a canal. The canal
simultaneously pours out what it receives; the reservoir retains the water until it is filled, then discharges the overflow
without loss to itself. . . . You too must learn to await this fullness before pouring out your gifts. Do not try to be more
generous than God. We pour ourselves out every day: for our children, for our aging parents, for our coworkers, and for
our neighbors. But if we spend all of our time taking care of everyone else, we’ll end up physically exhausted and
spiritually depleted. There’s nothing wrong with taking five or ten minutes each day to soak up the love and mercy of
God. There’s nothing wrong with becoming a reservoir instead of a canal. God’s extravagant promises are for you just as
much as they are for everyone else. “Here I am, Lord. Come and fill me up!” Printed with the permission of The Word Among Us 2018
C e l e b r a t i o n o f M a s s e s t h i s w e e k
Sat.
Sept 8
4:30 PM +ANNA DVORSKY BUDA ~ Daughter, Eleanor
Sun. Sept 9
7:30 AM +JOSE SOTO ~ Mom, Flor Soto and Brother, Andrew
9:00 AM +MARGARET MADAR ~ Anniversary ~ The Family
11:00 AM +MSGR. PETER DORA ~ Mark & Teresa Augustine & Children
Mon. Sept 10
7:30 AM +MSGR. PETER DORA ~ Sandy Chatlos & Marge Prihoda
Tues. Sept 11
7:30 AM +BEVERLY VANCHO ~ Andrew & Vana Kontomerkos
Wed. Sept 12
7:30 AM +BERNARD COOPER ~ The Family
Thurs. Sept 13
7:30 AM +DAVID MENCEL ~ Flor Soto
Fri.
Sept 14
7:30 AM +JOSE SOTO ~ Mom, Flor & Brother, Andrew
Sat.
Sept 15
8:00 AM +CIACCI and +FEDA FAMILIES ~ Catherine Ciacci
4:30 PM
+ANNA DURKAY ~ Marge & Dianne Marcinov
Sun. Sept 16
7:30 AM +KATHERINE and +ANDREW KRUSINSKY ~ Daughter, Agnes
9:00 AM +JERRY MISUR ~ Wife, Louise
11:00 AM +EDWARD and +MARY JABLONSKI ~ The Silhavey Family
PRAYER CORNER: Please pray for the intentions of the
following people and may God bless them; Irene Bielen,
Eleanor Burke, Deanna Burruano, Barb Demsky, Robert
Hudak, Pat Krekoska, Ricky McCarthy, Heidi Sullivan, John
Velky
Our weekday 7:30 am Masses (Monday – Friday) and
Saturday 8:00am Mass are celebrated in the Convent Chapel.
Holy Hour ~ Each Thursday 11:00am to 12:00 noon in the
Convent Chapel.

We congratulate and welcome
Brienne Marie Gallagher
to our parish family.
Brienne was baptized in our church
last weekend.
Evangelization Corner: Jesus the healer. People sought
Him out-they knew Jesus was the answer. When we were
baptized the minister also touched our ears and mouth
saying ‘May Jesus open your ears to hear His word and your
mouth to proclaim His praise.’ Have I heard the word? Do I
proclaim His praise? Maybe I can be more attentive as I
listen to the Word of God proclaimed at Mass. Maybe I can
take what I hear and learn, and bring it to someone else,
telling them what the Lord has done or is doing in my life.
Jesus continues to do miracles through us today.
Rev. William J. Reilly ~ His Word Today~ bonventure.com

Our Faith Formation Program begins this weekend,
Sunday, Sept., 9 with the 9am Mass, followed by a Parent
& Child meeting in the Hall at 10am. We are aware that
this is a long weekend, if you cannot attend the Sunday
meeting, we will hold one additional meeting on Monday,
September 10th at 6pm. Every child and at least one
parent must attend one of the two meetings.
For registration in our Sunday Morning Children’s Faith
Formation program: Registration forms can be found at the
church entrances, on our Facebook page, or the parish
website hnojchurch.org Last Day to Register: at parent
meetings on September 9 and 10.
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - Are you
interested in becoming a Catholic or completing your
initiation? “Come and See” An Inquiry Session will be
held Sunday, September 23 in the Parish Center after the
11:00 am Mass.
My Installation Mass has been postponed. The new date
will be announced. God bless you, Father Mariusz
September 8 ~ The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
When the most holy Virgin was born,
The whole world was made radiant; blessed is
the branch and blessed the stem which bore
such holy fruit. (Liturgy of the Hours)

Men of the Parish - In this weekend’s envelopes there is
a Holy Name Society contribution envelope.
The HNJ Society invites all men of the parish to join.
The first meeting of the season will be Thursday,
September 20, at 7:00 pm in the parish Hall.
Questions? ~ Please call Bob Sheehy
203-258-3965 or Larry Wells 203-395-7073
Save the Dates!
Men’s Pasta Dinner on October 20
and Men’s Nite Out on November 17.
More details to follow.
Aletter from the Foundation for the Orphanage
of the Virgin of Guadalupe
Dear Father Olbrys, Thank you for allowing Father Lemuel
Galias to participate in your diocese’s Missionary Co-op
Weekend on July 14 & 15. Father Lemuel thoroughly
enjoyed the short time he spent with you and the members of
your parish. Our many thanks to people like yourself and the
members of your parish who have heard Father Lemuel
apostolate to uplift the extreme poor of the Philippines and
have responded. Your have helped give very deserving
people a chance at life. Thank you. You will always be in our
prayers. Michael and Amie DeMinter Co-Founders FOVG
Music Notes - A Note from Nina DeMasi
Adult Choir News If you like to sing, please consider joining
our Adult Choir. The Adult Choir season runs from
September to June. Rehearsals are held in the Choir loft on
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. and the choir sings at the
11:00am Mass. Michael Petreycik and I are looking forward
to the upcoming season. We will be singing some of the old
favorites along with some new hymns. No experience singing
in a choir – no worries. Rehearsals will be friendly and fun, all
the while learning hymns that will enhance our Liturgy and be
uplifting to our fellow parishioners. All voices needed, men
and women. Our first rehearsal is this weekend, Sunday,
September 9th at 10:00 a.m. Any questions, please see
Nina after any Mass.
Youth Choir News If you are in Grade 4 – Grade 12 and like
to sing, please come join our Youth Choir. The Youth Choir
rehearses most Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
in the Convent Chapel and will sing at the 9:00 a.m. Family
Mass on the first Sunday of every month, as well as for
special holiday Masses and at our annual Christmas Eve
Pageant. The first Youth Choir rehearsal of the season
will be held this Wed., Sept. 12th, 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
All voices needed. Any questions, please see Nina
DeMasi after any Mass.
Every second Tuesday of the month, CT Food Bank in
partnership with the Stratford Dept of Health will
distribute Free fresh and nutritious food to individuals
and families in the HNJ parking lot from 3:00pm to
4:00pm. No ID’s or paperwork required. Please bring reusable
bags. The next date is Tuesday, September 11.

Our HNJ Quarter Night
Fundraiser will be held on
Saturday, September 22 in the
parish hall beginning at 6:00pm.
(doors open at 5:30pm) Plan on attending – bring the
whole family and enjoy a fun night out while supporting
our parish at the same time! The door fee is $3 which
includes entrance to the event, Coffee & Dessert.
WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP OUT
THE NIGHT OF THE EVENT – Please call Carol Bogue
at 203-377-2235 or the parish office
203-375-5815 Fabulous Prizes!!
(BYOB & snacks or dinner!)
Holy Name of Jesus Annual Appeal ~ Thank you to
everyone who has made a donation ~ your loyalty and
generosity to HNJ is greatly appreciated. The monies
collected will go towards the repair of the Church gutters
which will commence this fall. If you haven’t as yet made a
donation, please consider a gift, large or small, to help with
the costly upkeep of our five parish buildings.
Financial Support of our Parish-Week of Sept. 2, 2018
Operating Costs – Weekly amount needed to meet expenses of
all five buildings …$11,000
Sunday Collection …………………………
$
4,305
Collections: Annual, Monthly, Holy Day
$
2,243
School Lease Income…………………………. $
16,162
Total Weekly Income …………………………. $
22,710
Surplus…………………………………………. $
11,710
Fiscal year to date overview
Operating Costs Year to Date: $11,000 x 10 $
110,000
Actual Weekly Income Year to date:
$
132,088
Surplus ……………………………………
$
22,088
The Slovak Alliance will hold their General Membership
Meeting on Thursday, September 27 at 7:00 pm in the
Covent Community Room. Any one of Slovak/Slavic decent
or is married to a Slovak/Slavic is invited to attend and
become a member. For more info: Marta Suychak 203-3771874 or Monique Antonelli 203-878-2214
RAIN DOWN ~ is an incredible gathering of youth for
prayer, fellowship, food, fun, and Eucharistic Adoration.
Sunday, October 28 from 2:00 pm – 8:30 pm ~ St. Cecilia
Church, 1184 Newfield Ave., Stamford 06905. Open to youth
in grades 8 through 12 from the Diocese of Bpt. This year the
keynote presentation and entertainment will be provided by the
international performer Tony Melendez. Cost is just $10 per
participant. Register by October 21, space is limited. For more
info and registration please visit www.formationreimagined.org
Vendors wanted for the Holly Fair sponsored by St.
Margaret Mary (50 Donovan Lane, Shelton) Women’s Group
on December 1. Crafts, food, raffles, bake sale, etc. Table
rental $30. Please call Sarah 203-258-8386 or email
smilyface@gmail.com

